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to the patient; and that she would thus recover.
While they were preparing this feast, a Savage
dreamed that, for the recovery of this girl, they
would have to prepare a banquet of twenty head of
Elk. Now the girl's parents were placed in great
anxiety, for, as there was but little snow, they could
not pursue and much less capture the Elk. In this
great difficulty, they consulted the Interpreters of
dreams; it was decided that they must change the
twenty head of Moose to twenty big loaves of bread,
such as they buy from our French, and that this
would have the same effect. They were not mistak-
en, inasmuch as this bread and this dog feast did
nothing but fill the stomachs of the Savages; and this
is all the twenty Moose heads could have done, for,
to cure the sick, neither banquets nor beautiful robes
avail.

While they were making use of these fine reme-
dies, the Fathers were addressing themselves to God
for the salvation of this poor soul; they came to see
the wretched girl, but her [38] parents would not
permit them to talk to her about our belief, imagin-
ing that Baptism injured the body, whatever it might
do for the soul. ‘‘Wait,” said they; ‘“ when our
daughter is completely exhausted, when we have
tried all the remedies of which we can avail our-
selves,—if they do not succeed, we will permit you
to instruct her.” The Fathers, upon hearing this,
desisted for a while from visiting the sick girl, nego-
tiating for the recovery of her soul with God. The
mother of the girl felt inclined to have her instructed,
her husband was opposed to this. At last, God, who
holds the hearts of all men in his hands, softened
those of these Barbarians, for the good of their child.



